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9. (amended) The device of Claim 8 wherein said polymer is a polymer of styrene, 
acrylate, acrylic acid, acrylamide, vinyl acetate, vinyl alcohol, vinyl chloride, or a mixture 
thereof. 



Remarks. 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for the courtesy of forwarding current claim 
pages. In accordance with the Examiner's request, reference has been made to the 
priority claim on Page 1 of the specification. The omission of the word M A" before 
"number" at line 23 on page 1 has been corrected. A substitute page 1 is filed 
herewith. 

Claim 1 has been amended by stating that the indicator has an anion. While this 
does not appear ipsis verbis in the specification, any one skilled in the art knows that a 
material having a cation must balance the charge with an anion. In any event, many 
anions are disclosed in the specification so that this amendment does not constitute 
new matter. This amendment also meets the Examiner s criticism of claims 43, 45 and 
40 as having no antecedent basis for "the anion". 

Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection of claims 1-5, 9, 10, 40, 41, 43, 46 
and 48 over Larson et al . The examiner states that Larson discloses the presence of 
monovalent cations, A close examination of this reference by the undersigned fails to 
reveal any statement with respect to monovalent cations or any specific cations. The 
cations disclosed are limited to bivalent cations , In particular magnesium, iron and zinc 
are also mentioned. Since there is no disclosure or even suggestion of monovalent 
cations, the basis of citation o f Larson falls as grounds of anticipation under 35 USC 
102(b) 

The combination of Larson with lonacio to ground a rejection of claims 6-8, 42, 
44, and 47under 35 USC 103 is not tenable either. Iqnacio is a very limited reference to 
a method and device for monitoring liquid peracid and the vapors emanating from liquid 
peracid. Furthermore, the color change in Iqnacio is due to a halogenation 
/dehydrohaiogenation reaction, NOT pH chage due to the peracid. There is no teaching 
of ethylene oxide as a sterilizing agent in Iqnacio . neither is there any mention of 
peracid in Larson . Other than the fact that both are sterilizing agents, there is no 
incentive for one skilled in the art to consult either reference in view of the teaching of 
the other. In particular, since the magnesium of Larson is directed to ethylene oxide 
detection and the potassium of Iqnacio is directed to peracid vapor detection from a 
liquid source or the liquid itself, there is no logical link for one skilled in the art to 
substitute the latter for the former, as the Examiner alleges. 

Thus since the basis of combination of references to support an obviousness 
rejection requires suggestion of using a secondary reference to complete the teaching 
of a primary reference, and such suggestion is not present, the citation of these to 
references in combination is unsound and the rejection must be withdrawn. 



PAGE 3/8 " RCVD AT 6/7/2004 4:57:47 PM (Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/6 * DNlS:8729306 * CSID:1-732-494-6258 * DURATION (mm-ss):0240 



Sent By: 



1 -732-494-6258; 



Jun-7-04 4:01PM; 



Page 4 



3 



In view of the foregoing, ft would appear that there is no tenable ground for 
rejection of any of the claims in the present application, and their prompt passage to 
issue is respectfully solicited. y 

This rs to certify that the foregoing paper accompanied by a credit card 
authorization was transmitted by telefax to the Commissioner for Patents at 703 872 
9306 on June 7 th 2004. 
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